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K^y Senate Republicans 
yesterday launched an as- 
sault on President Clinton’s 
Russia policy, accusing the 
White House of placing too 
much faith in Boris Yeltsin 
and warning that bipartisan 
support for Russian aid and 
other elements of the Clin- 
ton pohcy is evaporating. 

The arrest of a CIA offi- 
cial accused of spying for 
Russia spy set off some of 
yesterday’s Republican 

rhetoric, but there was also 
strong GOP criticism of the 
administration Tuesday 
when the Senate debated, 
and later approved, the 
nomination of Strobe Tal- 
bott to be deputy secretary 
of sta te. Some Republicans 
who last year were leaders 
in supporting Clinton’s Rus- 
sian aid package yesterday 
were shifting gears. 

Few linked their discon- 
tent with the spy allegations 
alone. Instead, several cited 
the espionage case as what 
Sen. Kchard G. Lugar (R- 
Ind.) called “another indica- 
tor that the relationship 
with Russia is not good. I 
would ho^ the administra- 
tion is doing some rethink- 
ing” on how to proceed. 

Senl Mitch McConnell 
(Ky.), ranking Republican on 
the Senate subcommittee 
that oversees Russian aid 
and a cosponsor of Russian 
aid last year, said while he is 
undeciped on whether Rus- 
sian aid should be suspended 
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Immediately, he now opposes send- 
ing additional American tax dollars 
, there in the next fiscal year. 

, : Lugar said the past several 
weeks have shown a “less well- 
formed, more naive, less effec- 
f e“ administration approach to 
■Russia than the United States 
iiieeds. “This is fair game for an al- 
itbmative view,” he said. 
i‘ ; And Senate Minority Leader Rob- 
ert J; Dole (R-Kan.) who endorsed a 
proposal to temporarily suspend 
Russian aid, cited the spying allega- 
tions as further Evidence the White 
House “has moved too far, too fast in 
Assuming that changes in Russia 
have permanently altered the inter- 
national landscape.” 

; ; But he said the White House has 
allcHved Russia to "veto NATO ex- 
pansion” to former republics, has 
turned a “blind eye” to Russian in- 
telligence and military activity in 
former republics and “welcomed a 
Ru^ian military rote in the 
Balkans.” Others complained that 
no significant economic reforms are 
wcurring in Russia so that aid, even 
targeted as the Clinton team is at- 
tempting, is wasted. 

“I think it is pretty clear that the 
future of bipartisan support for Rus- 
sian aid is in doubt,” McConnell 
siaid, echoing statements of other 
Republicans. Without GOP support, 
it is considered virtually impossible 
to get such aid approved because 
fpreign aid is generally unpopular 
Hidth the public and Democrats will 
,‘he leery of approving it, particuarly 
:ip an election year, -without Repub- 
;lican partners. 

; ; Clinton, Vice President Gore, 
fcretary of State Warren Chris- 
topher and Talbott, architect of the 
.administration’s Russia policy, and 
jiis top aides, were clearly worried 
■ffie spy scandal might ricochet into 
;aj partisan attack on Russian aid. 
'Yesterday, they defended the ad- 
:ininistration’s overall policy as sup- 
port of Russian reform, emphasiz- 
mg it is in the United States’ self-in- 
terest to promote such efforts. 

' Clinton said the spy case repre- 


sented an “unusually serious” breach 
of security, but he cautioned that it 
should not alter the overall U.S. pol- 
icy of promoting economic reform, 
encouraging democracy, stemming 
weapons proliferation and disarming 
Russia’s nuclear arsenal. 

“I do not think the facts of this 
case at this time undermine in any 
way, shape or form the policy we 
have followed the last year toward 
President Yeltsin and his govern- 
ment and the forces of change in 
Russia,” Clinton said. 

He said the United States “should 
be careful before we make specific 
determinations about aid flows,” not- 
ing that much of the U.S. aid to Rus- 
sia goes directly to privatization ef- 
forts “having nothing to do -with . . . 
government policies” and to denu- 
clearization, “and I don’t think any- 
one thinks we should slow that up.” 

A senior administration official 
said yesterday that Republicans had 
shown “a clear interest in turning 
foreign policy into a partisan issue” 
and that the rhetoric of the past two 
days reflects “a heavy mix of par- 
tisanship and anti-Russian hawkish- 
ness.” The Republicans, he said, 
“sniff a little blood in the water” 
because of the spy case “and are 
going after it.” 

U.S. and international aid stands 
at the heart of Clinton policy toward 
Russia, as it did in the Bush admin- 
istration. Both presidents were at- 
tempting to buttress Russian pres- 
idents as they undertook economic 
reforms that were aimed at cement- 
ing the transition to democracy. 

Officials yesterday made the case 
that halting aid or failing to support 
Yeltsin would produce the opposite 
result. 

“The incident confirms there is a 
struggle underway in Russia,” said 
Talbott. “One of our undergirding 
realizations, from, the the begin- 
ning, is that this struggle is be- 
tween forces in Russia who are still 
playing by Cold War rules and 
forces trying to get us irreversibly 
into the post-Cold War era.” 

Staff writer Daniel Williams 
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